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the principal condition of which was that the Emperor should
recognize him as one of the chief nobles of the Empire. The idea
of forming a confederacy of Hindu powers all over India, and
subverting Musalman dominion, appeared never to have seriously
been entertained by him. It was a later growth, and was first
realized by Bajirao Ballal, when, in the conflict between him and
Pant Pratinidhi, he advised Shahu Maharaja not to waste his
energies in lopping off the branches, but to use all available
strength in shaking the tree by its roots at the centre of power
near Delhi. Shivaji's idea seems to have been to form a central
Hindu power in the Deccan, and in alliance with the Bijapur and
Golconda kings to push back the Moghul power to the north of
the Tapti river. This is the clue to the whole situation. Self-
defence and the formation of a national Hindu power in Western
India, which, in alliance with the Mahomedan States of Golconda
and Bijapur, would repel aggression from the North, and enforce
protection and toleration for his own countrymen,—these were the
objects and limits of his ambition. With this clue in hand, we
shall be better able to study the entanglements of the narrative
of these four distinctive periods in the life and career of Shivaji.
The first period, as stated above, commences with the occu-
pation of Torana, whose Killedar gave it up. Raigad was next
fortified and made the principal seat of his residence. There was
nothing very unusual in these proceedings, and the Bijapur Darbar
was persuaded that these forts were seized in the general interest,
and by way of protection to the family Jahagir. The displacement
of Baji Mohite from the charge of Supa was an act of authority
which could excite no comment, because he was a servant of the
Jahagir. On the Eastern side, the Chakan fort commanded the way
to Poona, and Shiviji persuaded Firangoji Narasale to make it over
to him. The command of the Fort was left with Firangoji as before,
and ever after he continued to be a most devoted adherent The
Mahomedan commander of the fort of Sinhagad to the west of
Poona was similarly persuaded to vacate his charge. The Mavals
were thus brofaght under control, and the Navils, the hardy inhabi-
tants of these parts, were enlisted in the army under their own
natural leaders. AH these accessions were made without any viol-
ence or blood-shed. The Jahagir included, besides Poona and Supa,
Baramati and Indapur, and the Purandar fort commanded the old
road from Poona to Baramati The seizure of Purandar was desir-
able for these and other reasons. The old Bijapur commander was
a Brahman who was personally well disposed to Dadoji Kondadev,
but was otherwise very lawless in his movements. His wife, having
remonstrated against certain acts of his, was punished by being

